How can | save Water in the Garden ?
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Why save water ?

Here in South-East England, we live in a zone of water scarcity. We have less water per

person than some countries in North Africa !

Cranfield University estimates that by 2050, our region will
be short of 2.5 billion litres of potable water per day. The
Environment Agency says that we need to reduce our per-
person water use by one-third.

Accelerating climate change will mean drier summers and
heavier rainfall events which may re-charge aquifers less
in future.

In Hampshire around 80% of our water comes from
groundwater, with the remainder abstracted from surface
waters, including our iconic groundwater-fed chalk
streams, the Test and ltchen. This reduces flow in the
rivers, putting huge pressure on these unique ecosystems.

We have already seen some chalk streams begin to dry up in recent summers.

How can my garden make a difference ?

In the UK, we have 23 million gardens covering 5% of our land surface (30% in towns and
cities). With the degradation of many habitats, our gardens are a vital resource for wildlife.

By being careful about how we use water in our gardens, we can conserve this essential
resource and enhance our outdoor spaces for the wild creatures that depend on them.

What can | do ? Change ‘from Mains to Rains’

Mains water usage in our homes and gardens is often highest when water availability is
lowest — in hot, dry periods. Your garden can thrive on the rainfall we receive if you collect

it to store for use during dry spells.

Slow the flow ~I! = Healthy soils
Helping to reduce risk of Store more water and

flooding nutrients

Your pledges will deliver heaps of benefits to your garden and the environment

1 r Roots matter Collect the rain

Deeper roots can access For use when there’s none

more water

Take the RHS Mains to Rains pledge here - hitps://www.mains2rains.uk/
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What can | do ? Top tips for saving water in the garden

Get a water butt (or two) - collect rainwater in butts, barrels, and other containers (put them out
when rain is forecast). Use it to water plants, top up ponds, provide drinks for pets, clean muddy
boots and bikes. Just make sure that wildlife can get out !

Use a watering can - not a hose. An hour’s use of a hose or
sprinkler uses as much water as a family of four for two days !
Using a can slows the flow when watering, so less water is lost to |
the pot or plant.

In summer, water early in the morning or in the evening
- evaporation is at its lowest when its cooler, so plants have water
to draw on during the heat of the day.

Use water twice — you can water your garden with ‘grey’ water S’
from washing-up, cooking or baths.

Deeper roots for drought resistance — longer intervals FEP W e A
between watering make plants push their roots deeper. A light watering WI|| evaporate SO make sure
water percolates deep into the root zone.

Mulch your flower beds and vegetable patches, this can help reduce water loss by evaporation
by up to 70% !

You don’t need to water your lawn - grass is tough and can bounce back after drought. In hot
weather, let the lawn grow a little longer to retain moisture.

Create a pond or mini wetland which will soak up
excess rainwater and provide a habitat for wildlife in
your garden. You can grow new varieties of plants in it
too!

Choose the right plant for the right place -
consider native plant varieties and species which need
less water. Many species that thrive in dry conditions
are helpful to bees and butterflies.

Swap paving for plants — planting and mulching instead of a hard surface reduces run-off.

Find Out More

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardening-for-the-environment/water

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/water-use-in-gardens

https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/save-water-in-the-garden/

https://www.southernwater.co.uk/help-and-support/how-to-save-water-in-your-garden/

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/actions/how-create-mini-pond
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