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VERSION 2 as at August 2023 
Position Paper
Sustainable Design in Housing Development 

CPRE Issue
Good quality, inclusive design in housing development is essential in creating and maintaining places where people want to live and work, now and in the future. Good design is not just about making places visually attractive. It has a fundamental role in achieving more sustainable development, helping to create flourishing economies and diverse, vibrant and attractive local communities. The hallmark of good design is a place that is designed around people, with its own identity, that functions well and that creates variety and choice. To achieve this requires the development of creative and innovative solutions that respond to the challenges of modern life, the requirements of a specific location and that help tackle climate change and create places suitable for the changes in climate now accepted as inevitable. 
Yet, much recent large scale development has been of a design which suits developers but has shown little respect for the countryside or local character or sustainability and has been much criticised.
Planning Guidance
In an attempt to make housing development more acceptable to its neighbours and the public at large, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) makes clear that all local planning authorities should prepare design guides or codes consistent with the principles set out in the National Design Guide and National Model Design Code, and which reflect local character and design preferences. Design codes and guides should provide a framework for creating high-quality places.
The National Model Design Code sets a baseline standard of quality and practice which local planning authorities are expected to take into account when developing local design codes and guides, and when determining planning applications.
The South Downs National Park Authority has produced a Design Guide for the South Downs National Park, which sets out design principles which CPRE consider appropriate for most countryside applications. This is a Supplementary Planning Document and so is a material consideration in planning applications, but also a critical tool for those preparing planning proposals.     
The principles set out below are not detailed guidance as would be found in a Design Guide but general principles which CPRE Hampshire has found helpful in reviewing planning applications for housing development. These are reflected in the sample policy following.  
Location of Site
Refer to CPRE Hampshire Position Statement Effective and Sustainable Use of Land
Density 
Landscape led, based on assessment of landscape context
Ambitious approach to density to support a range of uses, viability for public transport, social interaction
Sympathetic to the character of the area
Higher densities in central urban areas and around public transport corridors;  consider terraces, small blocks of flats
Layout of Site 
Again, landscape led, based on assessment of landscape context
Understand and respond positively to the context of the site and identity and character of the area; use constraints and opportunities; based on a contextual survey and analysis 
Facilitate sustainable patterns of development in the area
Appropriate orientation in relation to countryside, views in and out from public areas, connections to the countryside, solar gain
Protect and integrate landscape features; positive contribution to the local environment
Preserve and enhance Green and Blue Infrastructure; natural habitats, linkages and corridors; 
Protect existing trees and hedgerows
Provide green and open spaces, amenity space, outside gathering places
Achieve biodiversity net gain for mammals, insects and plants
Defined layout which can easily be understood, but with range of shapes and sizes 
Walk ability; well connected cycle ways and pedestrian routes  
Facilitate a strong community, vibrancy 
Facilitate the use of public transport
Reduce risk of crime and anti social behaviour
Detail of Design
Distinctive character appropriate to location and local character, sense of place
High build quality, adaptable to use by the elderly and disabled
High quality landscape design; tree planting
Incorporate mixed uses
Natural features along frontages
Enhance and protect heritage assets
Re-use existing buildings where possible
Sustainability and climate change
Low carbon 
Energy efficient buildings with renewable energy technology
Use sustainable drainage systems
Use of recycled building materials
Appropriate waste and recycling facilities 
High water efficiency (100 lppd)

Model Policy
Development proposals will only be permitted where they adopt a landscape led approach and respect the local character, through sensitive and high quality design that makes a positive contribution to the overall character and appearance of the area. The following design principles should be adopted as appropriate: 
a) Integrate with, respect and sympathetically complement the landscape character by ensuring development proposals are demonstrably informed by an assessment of the landscape context; 
b) Achieve effective and high quality routes for people and wildlife, taking opportunities to connect Green Infrastructure; 
c) Contribute to local distinctiveness and sense of place through its relationship to adjoining buildings, spaces and landscape features, including historic settlement pattern; 
d) Create high-quality, clearly defined public and private spaces within the public realm; 
e) Incorporate hard and soft landscape treatment which takes opportunities to connect to the wider landscape, enhances Green Infrastructure, and is consistent with local character; 
f) Utilise architectural design which is appropriate and sympathetic to its setting in terms of height, massing, density, roof form, materials, night and day visibility, elevational and, where relevant, vernacular detailing; 
g) Provide high quality, secure, accessible, and where possible, integrated storage for general and recycling waste, heating fuel, and transport related equipment 
h) Provide high quality outdoor amenity space appropriate to the needs of its occupiers or users; 
i) Ensure development proposals are durable, sustainable and adaptable over time, and provide sufficient internal space to meet the needs of a range of users; 
j) Give regard to improving safety and perceptions of safety, and be inclusive and accessible for all; and 
k) Have regard to avoiding harmful impact upon, or from, any surrounding uses and amenities. 
Note
In considering the wording of individual policies in Local Plans, it is important to bear in mind that Local Plans must be looked at as a whole. This means, for example, that policies for the protection of landscape must be applied when considering each and every planning application; and accordingly, there is generally no need for other policies to refer specifically to landscape matters.
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